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The act of creation is perhaps the most
breathtaking aspect of human nature







Human creation and creativity are
inherently good

Digital technologies, as human
creations, thus also have tremendous

potential for good



...we will finally take seriously the simple
question of what the name “technology”
means. The word stems from the Greek.
Technikon means that which belongs to
techne. We must observe two things with
respect to the meaning of this word. One is
that techne is the name not only for the
activities and skills of the craftsman but also
for the arts of the mind and the fine arts.
Techne belongs to bringing-forth, to poiesis,
it is something poetic.

Martin HeideggerMartin Heidegger, “The Question Concerning Technology,” from Basic Writings,
rev. edn. (New York: HarperCollins, [1993] 2008), pp. 311–341. 

 

 

   



The Human in AI





ChatGPT



Discriminative AI Generative AI



Early 2010s: An AI Inflection Point



The data reflect the collective imagination of humanity



What is the place of AI in human
creativity? Does it, too, have

potential for good?







Restyling Reality



Perhaps we are witnessing the resurrection
of the myth cycle on the Internet...



If our interpretation is correct, we are led
toward a completely different view,
namely, that the kind of logic which is
used by mythical thought is as rigorous
as that of modern science, and that the
difference lies not in the quality of the
intellectual process, but in the nature of
the things to which it is applied.

Claude Lévi-Strauss. 1955. “The Structural Study of Myth.” The
Journal of American Folklore 68 (270): 428-444.

Claude Lévi-Strauss



This is well in agreement with the situation
known to prevail in the field of technology:
what makes a steel axe superior to a stone
one is not that the first one is better made
than the second. They are equally well
made, but steel is a different thing than
stone. In the same way we may be able to
show that the same logical processes are put
to use in myth as in science, and that man
has always been thinking equally well; the
improvement lies, not in an alleged progress
of man’s conscience, but in the discovery of
new things to which it may apply its
unchangeable abilities.

Claude Lévi-Strauss. 1955. “The Structural Study of Myth.” The
Journal of American Folklore 68 (270): 428-444.

Claude Lévi-Strauss



Marshall McLuhan

"electric circuity, an extension of the
central nervous system"

VS.

Information Superhighway

"Wander through a distant library. Turn
your corner store into a multinational.

Curious? IBM can get you there."
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GcoBY-GBBQMFiore, Quentin, and Marshall McLuhan. The Medium is the Massage. Vol. 9. New

York: Random House, 1967. 



AI is a product of human ingenuity; thus, any
AI necessarily carries with it some of the
humanity that underpins creativity

https://huggingface.co/spaces/akhaliq/ArcaneGAN



Meghan O’Gieblyn
Just as algorithms manipulate discrete
symbols, creating new lines of code via
endless combinations of 0s and 1s, so
writers build stories by reassembling
the basic tropes and structures that are
encoded in the world’s earliest myths,
often—when things are going well—
without fully realizing what they are
doing. The most fertile creative states,
like the most transcendent spiritual
experiences, dissolve consciousness and
turn the artist into an inanimate tool —
a channel, a conduit.

Meghan O’Gieblyn, “Babel”, n+1, Issue 40,
Summer 2021



Bruno Maçães

 ...technology has become the
new holy writ, the inexhaustible
source of the stories by which
we order our lives.
Bruno Maçães, History Has Begun, Oxford University Press, 2020



Devi Parikh
I think accessible and educational
material that helps laypeople
understand the technology better
would go a long way. I think telling
the stories of how artists and
designers and content creators in
various capacities are leveraging
these tools would help. Telling the
story of how these tools democratize
and enhance human creative
expression would help. 

Walter Scheirer, “The Human in AI,” Comment,
August 9th



Want to learn more?



https://comment.org/the-human-in-ai/
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